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Aug 20 Ice Cream Party  7 pm 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

Aug 4 Anita Salay 

Aug 8 Sherry Salamone 

Aug 9 Eric Stearns 

Aug 14 Dawn Allen 

Aug 24 Nancy Facenda 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Aug 8 Paula & Drew Eaton—53 years 

 

 

 

8/7 The Good Samaritan 

8/14 Noah’s Ark and the Flood 

8/21 David and Goliath 

8/28 The Tower of Babel 

AUGUST 2022  

Encourager 

Open Hearts. Open Minds. 

Before You Know It, You’re in the Dark 

“Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; He is gracious, merciful, and 

righteous.” Psalm 112:4 

We entered the cave with the light behind us. We followed our tour guide 

through the twists and turns, and ups and downs. We saw the different 

formations - Goliath, Christmas tree, frozen waterfalls, the mystery river, 

and the gem of all, the Cathedral. 

As we traveled further and further into the cave, we didn’t think much 

about the light we left behind. There were lights along the path and our 

guide had a flashlight, so there was always some light. When we got to the 

end of the trail, our guide tells us he is going to turn out his light. 

He told us not to be scared and explain that the light would be out for a 

short time. Now, we’d experienced the light being removed when we were 

in Mammoth Cave several years ago. But as we stood there in the dark, he 

began to explain things. 

If we were left in the dark for 30 minutes we would begin to question our-

selves. If it was three weeks we would begin to think crazy thoughts and 

feel depressed, we’d become mentally unstable. After three months we 

would be blind. Luckily for us, we were only without light for a couple of 

minutes. Then Christmas lights were turned onto the rocks. 

This got us thinking though, how slowly we begin to make wrong choices: 

a little white lie, an innocent flirt, you want what everyone else has, you 

speak your mind instead of holding your tongue with your parents, and 

you put other things in place of God. Soon the light is left behind. Slowly 

you’re going through the twists and turns and ups and downs of life. 

Before you know it, though, you’ve done more wrong and soon the LIGHT 

is nowhere to be found. You start to think crazy thoughts and feel de-

pressed, you become mentally unstable. After a while you’ve begun to 

become blind to the LIGHT. 

There are glimpses of the LIGHT, you remember that God is love. The 

promise of forgiveness begins to give you hope. The LIGHT dawns and you 

come out of the darkness and into the light where you feel God’s love, 

grace, and forgiveness. 

Pastor Brian & Diana 





We are Finding Our Heroes in the 
Bible this month we will meet 
Moses, Samson, and Ruth. If you 
aren’t able to join us for worship 
then check out the link on our 
First United Methodist of Seffner 
Facebook page Ms. Diana is shar-
ing the message there. 

Praise & Worship: 7 PM Every Sunday Night 

in Fellowship Hall 

Bring your friends and join us for a time of wor-

ship followed by games! 

Open to all ages, we worship with newer 

praise songs, hear a message, and break off 

into groups. We then join back together for 

game time. 

  



What flavor would you  make?  If 

anyone makes some homemade 

ice cream, remember that the 

office is open M-Th, 9-2, and we 

will be happy to be your taste 

testers! 



Italian Dinner & Seffner Game Night 

September 17th 

6 PM 

Come get your fill of Italian deliciousness. Gather your team together as we play minute 

to win it games in a friendly night of competition. 

COME JOIN US 

WE NEED YOU! 

NEW BELL CHOIR FORMING 

 

WE NEED 6-8 PEOPLE WHO WOULD LIKE TO JOIN 

THE BELL CHOIR 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED , CONTACT ; 

 

SID FORTNER, #813-731-7089,  

EMAIL: SIDFORTNER@YAHOO.COM.     

 

OR SUE THOMPSON, # 813-340-8463,  

EMAIL: SUZITLPN@OUTLOOK.COM. 



 

Church Council will meet Thursday, Aug 4, at 7pm. Bring 
your goals for the remainder of the year. We will also review 
the goals we set the beginning of the year. If you are unable 
to attend, please email me your report ahead of time at 
thewjallens4@gmail.com. 
Blessings, Joyce Allen 

The Irene Circle will resume meeting Aug 8 at 7pm. This is a 
mission-minded group of ladies that reaches out to our mem-
bers, the community and wherever we see a need. Join us as 
set some goals for the fall. For more information or questions, 
give me call (813-404-1936). Hope to see you on the 8th. 
 
Blessings, Joyce Allen 

mailto:thewjallens4@gmail.com


Men’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays @ 9 AM 

We will learn that our hard cir-
cumstances can become an 
opportunity for success. 

(Click the photo above for a  
preview of the study)  

Join us for the ULTIMATE ICE 
CREAM PARTY on August 20th!  

We will begin our new study Isaiah 

on 8/15.  Join us as we discover 

how Isaiah’s words can help us 

trust God more. We will learn to 

trust more deeply in God and find 

comfort and peace. 

(Click the 
photo for 
a  preview 
of the 
study)  

Mondays @ 7 PM 

https://youtu.be/RcIenj2hEok
https://youtu.be/6bIlAdwcn3Q


Stewardship Minute 

“Be generous, and you will be 

prosperous. Help others, and you 

will be helped.” Proverbs 

11:25GNT 

Our Giving to date for July 2022: 

$ 9,945.07  

Giving Options 

Your donations to the church may be 

brought to Sunday Worship Services, 

mailed or made by PayPal online.  

Thank you so much for your support! 

Mail:   

P.O. Box 607 

Seffner, FL  33583 

PayPal:   

Website:   

Use our Donate Online button on our 

website at fumcseffner.com 

Facebook:   

Use blue PayPal box on our PayPal post 

at facebook.com/fumcseffner 

 

EARNS REBATES FOR OUR CHURCH 

If you purchase anything from Amazon 

you can have 1/2 percent of your pur-

chase price rebated to our Church.  There 

is no extra cost to you and brings added 

funds to our Church.  Contact Jim Blaney 

at jdblaney@msn.com for questions.  

Just follow these easy steps: 

1. Open Amazon as Smile.Amazon.com 

2. If you have an account with Amazon 

go to “my account” 

3. Go to “Settings” 

4. Go to “Change your Charity” 

5. Type in “First United Methodist 

Church of 

Seffner” 

 

First United Methodist 

Church of Seffner 

1310 South Kingsway Rd. 

PO Box 607 

Seffner, Florida 33583 

Phone: 813-689-3513 

Fax: 813-654-4460 

Email: seffnerfumc@gmail.com 

Website: www.fumcseffner.org 

Facebook: @fumcseffner 

Instagram: @seffnerfumc  



Please join us in welcoming our new office 
administrator. Her name is Carol Allen and 
no, she is not any relation to the Allen's. 
Carol moved to Florida from St. Louis, Mis-
souri. She is a huge baseball and hockey fan 
of the St. Louis Baseball Cardinals and the 
St. Louis Blues. She loves to sing and go to 
the beaches. Please stop by the office or 
email and welcome her to FUMC of Seffner 
at seffnerfumc@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:seffnerfumc@gmail.com

